MISSIOH Over _ﬂilps

The followmg 15 a very mterestmg
letter written’ by Sgt. D:ck Baskm tor

Y
before, though 'and go to bed earlyf
The time will | come’ when you will
be thankful you did. It’s the morn-
ling of the mission’ now and the loud-

spea'ker is Waklng everybody sched-'

e tq crawl out, but
have_ 'tq so that you |

early to ca_re'for much breakfast but
knowmg what’s ahead you eat any-

We happened to be early thls morn-
ing or we wouldnt have a seat. It's
about as bad ‘as standmg though, be-
cause ‘these guys won’t keep off my
toes. We are iats brlefmg now, but it
st111 isn’t daylight. We go to the ra-|
dio - bmefmg room and pick up. our
log. There we are told a few routine
things for the mission. After that,
we go' to the. main briefing room |
where the rest of the crew are being {
briefed. There we p1ck up some more

y t of 1t doesnt affect !

1e i it ‘dayhght ‘when we

get on the trucks that will fake us

to the. personnel ‘equipment buﬂdmg
Itis gtung to be pretty cold up there
S0’ let’ ,take a lot of cloth.mg We
have'a bag full but that may not be
enough.: We had*better— check, out
heated shoes_and''gloves, ‘because
without: th_em' e may-geta bad case
of frostbite, Now ‘g lae West
from th,
and check ‘out a forty:

(o




s Walk out 10" the plane carrying)
jall jof this equipment,

nent, and it gains
.about twice its ‘weight on the way.
There jsn’t a great deal of room in-|
side the plane so we had better dress;
-outside. Feels pretty .awkward \with
.all this clothing or doesn’t it. We for:
got to put our gun ‘together, but
jthat’s taken care -of now. We have
;& few minutes before time to start
;engines so how .about a smoke, Of
course, this is the7-tinié we get all of
the jokes and nonsense over with,
Ibecatise ‘it won’t be Iong -before ev-
. erybody is dead serious. We see the
lead plane ‘s starting his  engines
NOW. 50 we scrambled ‘aboard.> Num-
ber one'is turning overirow. Pretty
!soém all four are ':i_-uzggiﬁg;sfﬁddthly,
and it is time to take olit s el
.!‘ ‘We are at the end of the runway
mow .and ready for take’off. You can
hear the pilot push the throttle for-
ward ;and the engines straining, be-
cause we have quite a load. Pretty
soon ‘we ‘are in the air,” and you
breathe a sigh of relief and then set-
tle down for'a long ride. Let’s check
to see if our chute is handy because

-
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there is always the poss1b111ty.that
we may have to use it

£It's tnne for a, weather repbrt to
come over so we tune the’ rece ver
and : py 1t ‘We can hsten to the

have you Whlle, CAlL th ime’
we have ‘been gammg altltudFe and
seemmgly from nowhere shlps have
Jomed in formatlons that a]m :

far “we havi on*enoiigh clothimg to
cumpensate ihA

Every thous ;
oxygen check on every man heeause
this. lack of oxygen up here ré’qu.lres

horseshoe,
‘| foot or

though we are a couple of
{it doesn’t seem like it, does
be their height has somethi
with if. " >

'You feela httle strange )
don’t you? That’s. nght we are. over
enemy terrltory, and ‘let’s hope the
lead nav1gator can take us #around
the flak ‘areas. Well,  the qawgator
must have been on the ball because
we are on th ] bomb run h W———and

the: 'bomb bay doors are o' n
It wont be'long now befor iwe se :
some ﬂak, because we can’

Yep; there it is! Looks ":
less little puffs of smoke D¢

Some of them are pretty;ﬂ :

away’” by the bombarcher at - this
time’ sounds better than “Soup’ slon”
when Spam is not on the menu.’ The
bomb bay doors are closed now ‘and
we are getting out of the flag area.
We are clear now and on the way
hOmE '“'f s e :

Do you Want to see how lucky you
| were! Look back over the target at
‘other plares” ‘coming ‘over. Yes,
there are quite a few back there, ev-
en though you can’t see very. many

ill | Yes, we ﬂew r1ght thru that a few

mmutes ago You can remove ‘your
'four-leaf clovers, rabbit’s
hatever you had—we Lare
going home now!: JI‘here is still k\'l;he

; possﬂolhty of enemy-: flghters commg, :
a1 | up to attack | us, though. Those escort

blankets, but fhat idoesn's keep me

ocean to the ones I love.

‘Take care of yourself, study harq
and write if you will. I "prom1se to
answer promptly. ‘

All my 1ove,
Dick,

—s0, hello again. Want to go with me

get was when I get home. Think you
can stand the suspense? In'the mean-

your flngers crossed for me.

O LS R

planes out there ‘give a 1ot of com-)

our £yes open. - :

R !ki'nght left” or above. ; Pretty,
Y1 they'? Look at twelve o’clock

|won't be able to see. anythmg but a

lengthened vapor trail.. The s p}ane

{will be invisible to- the ‘naked eye,
: but it’s vapor tra11 pomts toward it

at all times.

4 \Feel your ears popping? I thought

sol We are letting down to ‘a more
corniortable altitude now. We have
had a good tail wind all the way
from the target, and home is in sight.
You can relax now and chalk up one
more. We have landed now, and your
guns"‘have to be cleane_d but that

th t ]
er. That’s right—mail! Well, it miss-_

fort, though. Neverthless, 1et’s keep

0 ed5the‘boat we will get it tomorrow, i
the right plaoe at thé wroﬁg ' time.|may

At Epigge It

awake. I'm too tired to care. Maybe
my dreams will take me across the -

=1 can’t- waste this side of the page_ !

again? I will tell you what our tara""
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time, I'will go on my, other thlrty-,
four so that I can come: home Keep'




